Chapter - II
DESCRIPTION OF VADCUNTHA

The Abode of Eternal Happiness
I. Happiness here and hereafter:

Namo Namo9 ganyagunaika dhamne
Samastavijnana marici maline,
Anadyavijnana tamo nibantre
Paramrtanaada pada pradayine.

(Again and again I bow to Him who is the only abode of
all auspicious qualities, who emits the rays of supreme
knowledge which adorn Him like a garland all around,
who weeds out the beginningless nescience and affords
unalloyed joy of the highest kind in His Eternal Abode.)

Individual souls are enveloped by the covering of

nescience from beginningless time. This is what Sri
Krsna means when He says, ^Ajnanena avrtam jfianam
tena muliyanti jantavah." That covering is beginning-
less but'has an end is subscribed to by all the great

acaryas including Adi Sankaracarya. In order to break
down such covering of ignorance and to enable the souls
to find expression of the consciousness and joy within
themselves, the omniscient, omnipotent Supreme Lord
has created this universe. In the earlier stages, not
aware of one's own inner self, the soul spends the whole
time in catering to the animal instincts such as eat-
ing and mating. Gradually he develops discretion; he
begins to realize what is really necessary and what is
unnecessary. When in the human body, a strong de-
sire develops to know how all obstacles might be over-
come and unmixed happiness secured, it is then that
he has the chance of seeking aid from the philosoph-